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WHEELY-SAFE TECHNOLOGY PROVES ITS WORTH AT GO-COACH

Independent public transport operator Go-Coach is rolling out Wheely-Safe
technology across its fleet after a trial installation on a single Optare Solo bus
flagged a potentially dangerous issue with brake temperatures.

Go-Coach installed the full Wheely-Safe solution, consisting of an intelligent tyre
pressure monitoring system (TPMS), plus wheel loss sensors which can also monitor
temperatures around the brakes and hub — where overheating is one of the most

common causes of commercial vehicle fires.

Austin Blackburn, Managing Director at Go-Coach, explains: “We’ve been very
impressed. The bus we trialed it on had been operating with a brake issue; and the
handheld pressure and brake temperature checker picked up the high temperature

readings, enabling us to identify the cause and fix it before it became a real problem.

“Temperatures recorded from three of the wheel positions were around 40-42
degrees Celsius, which is what you would expect, but the offside rear was 80
degrees Celsius. We suspected a sticky brake on that wheel, but we found it was

actually the caliper on the nearside rear wheel that wasn’t working correctly.

“Put simply, because the offside rear was doing all the braking, to compensate for
the wheel with an issue, the temperature had doubled in comparison — which was an

interesting diagnostic!”

Go-Coach has already expanded the trial to its remaining 11 Optare Solo buses and

plans to fit its entire 40-strong fleet with the Wheely-Safe technology over the coming
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months. It has opted for Wheely-Safe’s external TPMS sensors, which replace the
valve cap and auto-pair with an in-cab solar receiver. These are fitted alongside a

pair of wheel loss sensors and brackets on each wheel.

The company’s in-house mechanics fitted the system, following an on-site
demonstration from Wheely-Safe technicians.

“We wanted to protect the 12 Solos first, as we feel they are more vulnerable to
wheel loss as they only have six wheel studs,” adds Blackburn. “Wheel loss has
been a very hot topic in the bus industry for many years so anything we can do that

highlights a problem at an early stage has to be a good thing.

“We had two incidents of loose wheel nuts last year — we didn’t lose a wheel, but
both incidents cost £1,000 in new parts alone, and that’s without the labour and

downtime. We are very confident the Wheely-Safe system will save us money.”

Go-Coach is Kent’s largest independent bus operator, operating 46 routes and

carrying up to 5,500 passengers every day.

ends

Notes to editor:

Wheely-Safe is an automotive technology business founded in 2010 by two lifelong friends — Gary
Thomas, a Director of his own transport compliance consultancy, and Gary Broadfield, a Director of
Technology and serial inventor for a large Japanese electronics manufacturer. Together they brought
the marriage of skills required to help solve wheel loss issues in the automotive sector, and to tackle
the huge number of vehicles driving every day on under-inflated tyres. The early years of Wheely-
Safe concentrated on attaining worldwide patent protection and technology small enough to fit near
the wheels of all vehicle types, from cars and vans to trucks and trailers — with its first products
launched into the market during 2018, and a second generation following in 2022. For more
information please visit: www.wheely-safe.com
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