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LIFE-SAVING TRANSAID PROJECT HELPS 1,752 PREGNANT WOMEN IN 15 MONTHS 

 

The Emergency Transport Scheme (ETS) formed by international development organisation 

Transaid and the National Union of Road Transport Workers (NURTW) in Nasarawa State, 

North Central Nigeria, has transported a staggering 1,752 pregnant women to a registered 

health facility during a 15-month period – surpassing all targets set alongside the donor, the 

Puma Energy Foundation. 

 

Transaid and local NGO Mothercare began working in Nasarawa State in 2017, using the 

learnings of similar ETS approaches implemented in other states. By using a small amount 

of money, primarily donated by the transport and logistics sector, Transaid was able to prove 

the need and importance of this scheme for those living in this state, before seeking and 

achieving funding from international donor, the Puma Energy Foundation.  

 

The ETS service is provided by a pool of more than 100 taxi drivers from the NURTW, who 

have been trained in how to correctly lift and transport pregnant women to health facilities. 

The service offered by the drivers is almost always free of charge, guaranteeing an 

affordable, accessible and safe transport service for women facing a maternal health 

emergency and for labour. 

 

An ETS user survey found that in 92 per cent of cases, this emergency transport was 

arranged in less than 30 minutes – and for 88 per cent of women, the journey to the health 

facility was completed within a half-hour period. 

 

Reflecting on the results, Caroline Barber, Chief Executive at Transaid, says: “In rural and 

peri-urban areas of Nigeria, transport availability can be scarce and distances to health 

facilities significant, which is one of the reasons homebirths without a skilled birth attendant 

have traditionally been the most common option for pregnant mothers. This has led to a 
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maternal mortality rate significantly higher than the national average, which is precisely why 

the ETS was founded. 

 

During the survey, no women reported being dissatisfied with the scheme, nor the service 

the ETS volunteer drivers provided. Sixty one per cent of women said they found out about 

the ETS through one of their local volunteer drivers. 

 

Barber adds: “One of the many upsides of the project has been seeing the drivers’ status in 

their community rising too. We’ve heard frequent accounts of volunteers being praised and 

given blessings for their role in improving women’s health, and indeed going well beyond the 

role they were originally expected to play. Women have told us about drivers who have 

donated blood when there has been a shortage, drivers who have waited all night for them to 

be discharged so they can safely transfer them and their new baby home, and even one 

driver who negotiated with armed robbers so they could pass safely.” 

 

Transaid has worked closely in collaboration with several stakeholders to deliver the ETS, 

including the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development, and 

Ministry of Transport. As a direct result of its success, an increasing number of NGOs have 

shown an interest in collaborating to upscale the scheme to include additional Local 

Government Areas (LGA). 

 

For more information and to find out how you can support the organisation visit 

www.transaid.org. 
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Note to Editor:  

Transaid transforms lives through safe, available, and sustainable transport. Founded by Save the 
Children, The Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport (CILT), and its Patron, HRH The Princess 
Royal, the international development organisation shares 25 years’ worth of expertise in 23 countries 
with partners and governments – empowering people to build the skills they need to transform their 
own lives.  
 
Transaid’s core work includes creating transport management systems for the public sector and 
assisting with the provision of professional driving qualification development and the training of driver 
trainers.  It also assists with teaching preventive vehicle maintenance management and introducing 
local, low cost transport solutions including its innovative bicycle ambulance. Transaid also helps 
promote road safety awareness and shares its specialist knowledge with the humanitarian aid sector. 
 
Transaid enjoys strong backing from the transport and logistics industry and the active involvement of 
its patron, HRH The Princess Royal. 
 

 http://www.facebook.com/Transaid  

 http://www.twitter.com/TransaidOrg & https://twitter.com/transaidprogs  

 http://www.youtube.com/user/Transaid1  

 https://www.instagram.com/Transaidorg/  

 https://www.linkedin.com/company/transaid/ 
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For further press information: 
Florence Bearman at Transaid +44 (0)20 7387 8136 
Sophie Wood or James Keeler at Garnett Keeler +44 (0)20 8647 4467, or by email to 
sophie.wood@garnettkeeler.com / james.keeler@garnettkeeler.com  
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