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MCCONAGHY REFRIGERATED DISTRIBUTION RETURNS TO SCHMITZ 
CARGOBULL FOR PROVEN QUALITY OF ITS REEFERS 
 
Northern Ireland haulier McConaghy Refrigerated Distribution has refreshed its 

specialist fleet with 12 new Schmitz Cargobull S.KO COOL semi-trailers. 

 

The dual-temperature trailers come equipped with the manufacturer’s Ferry 

Operation package, which includes reinforced bodywork, protective skids and 

additional restraints. 

 

Richard McConaghy, Managing Director at McConaghy Refrigerated Distribution, 

says: “We have had a long relationship with Schmitz Cargobull and have found 

their semi-trailers to be durable and the perfect workhorses for our busy 

operation.  

 

“Another key feature for us is that the interior width of the S.KO COOL is among 

the best on the market. We often move goods that exceed the dimensions of the 

pallets they are sitting on, so the extra space is a big tick for us.”  

 

Established in 1997, McConaghy Refrigerated Distribution is based in 

Derrykeighan, County Antrim. It works with some of the largest names in 

foodservice, transporting time-sensitive produce including cheese, milk powder, 

and vegetables. It also undertakes store deliveries for a major retailer in Northern 

Ireland. 

 

McConaghy Refrigerated Distribution opened a sister company, Fridge Freight in 

Skelmersdale, West Lancashire, in 2023. This helps groupage customers 

navigate the complex customs and food transportation rules introduced after 

Brexit. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Supplied by Kevin Wynd, Regional Sales Manager at Schmitz Cargobull, eight of 

the new S.KO COOL box-trailers wear the livery of Fridge Freight with the 

remainder in McConaghy Refrigerated Distribution’s colours. The work was 

undertaken by Sign-It Designs, in Coleraine. The reefers feature Thermo King 

refrigeration units. 

 

“Kevin was really on the ball and guided us to the perfect specification, including 

Alcoa Dura-Bright alloy wheels and a 36-capacity euro pallet box in our colours to 

ensure these new trailers stand out,” adds McConaghy. 

 

All the reefers are constructed with Schmitz Cargobull’s proven FERROPLAST® 

technology, which combines the increased insulation of a polyurethane hard foam 

with a durable and resistant covering of multiple layers of coated metal. The result 

is a product without any thermal bridges that may affect cooling performance.  

 

Covering the UK, Republic of Ireland and Spain, each trailer will clock up 

100,000km a year. This is something their strong galvanised MODULUS bolted 

chassis are ideally suited to handle, and each comes with a 10-year warranty 

against rust-through on all galvanised parts. 

 

In addition, the glue-jointed design of the FERROPLAST® box body is self-

supporting and warp-resistant, which means it only requires a “short chassis”. 

This permits a higher body height, as the box sits directly on the tractor unit, 

improving insulation and maximising interior height throughout the trailer. It also 

improves ground clearance, allowing customers to fit stowage options.  

 

As with all new Schmitz Cargobull S.KO COOL models, the semi-trailers come 

with two years of TrailerConnect® access, facilitating easy control and monitoring 

of trailer temperature and performance. 

 

Having taken its first Schmitz Cargobull trailer in 2008, today 80% of McConaghy 

Refrigerated Distribution’s 50-strong trailer fleet features the Blue Elephant.  

 
ends 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Editor’s notes:  

About Schmitz Cargobull 
Schmitz Cargobull is the leading manufacturer of semi-trailers for temperature-controlled 
freight, general cargo and bulk goods in Europe and a pioneer in digital solutions for trailer 
services and improved connectivity. The company also manufactures transport refrigeration 
machines for refrigerated semi-trailers for temperature-controlled freight transport. With a 
comprehensive range of services from financing, spare parts supply, service contracts and 
telematics solutions to used vehicle trading, Schmitz Cargobull supports its customers in 
optimising their total cost of ownership (TCO) and digital transformation. 
 
Schmitz Cargobull was founded in 1892 in Münsterland, Germany. The family-run company 
produces around 60,000 vehicles per year with over 6,000 employees and generated a 
turnover of around 2.4 billion euros in the 2023/24 financial year. The international production 
network currently comprises ten plants in Germany, Lithuania, Spain, England, Turkey, 
Slovakia and Australia. 
 
Visit Schmitz Cargobull UK’s dedicated online press room at https://gk.news/schmitzcargobull  
 

 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/5183400  

 
https://www.youtube.com/user/SchmitzCargobullUK  

 
Press Contact UK:       
Dan Jones or Chris Druce 
Garnett Keeler PR | +44 (0)20 8647 4467      
Email: dan.jones@garnettkeeler.com or chris.druce@garnettkeeler.com  
 
The Schmitz Cargobull press team: 
Anna Stuhlmeier      +49 2558 81-1340 I anna.stuhlmeier@cargobull.com  
Andrea Beckonert    +49 2558 81-1321 I andrea.beckonert@cargobull.com  
Silke Hesener          +49 2558 81-1501 I silke.hesener@cargobull.com 
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