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Four-way tyre trial unlocks savings for Bakers Dolphin Coach Travel 

Bakers Dolphin Coach Travel – one of the longest established independent coach companies 

in the South West – is on target to make significant savings to its annual tyre bill, after a trial 

which pitched a full set of Michelin tyres against fitments from three competitors. 

Based in Weston-super-Mare, Bakers Dolphin has been trialling Michelin’s 315/80 R22.5 X 

Multiway 3D XZE tyres on a Scania Irizar coach, against tyres from three competitor brands on 

identical vehicles. At more than 50 per cent worn, tread depth readings project the Michelins are on 

target to deliver more than twice the longevity of the closest performing competitor set, and more 

than three times the performance of another major brand. 

Mark Vearncombe, Chief Engineer at Bakers Dolphin, says: “Naturally, we tend to be sceptical 

when someone comes to us claiming they can reduce our tyre bill, but given Michelin’s reputation as 

a major global brand we wanted to see what was possible. 

“So far it has been an eye-opening experience for us. In such a short space of time, the difference 

we’ve seen has been exceptional. When fitted across our fleet, the Michelin tyres could deliver 

tangible savings in our running costs and massively reduce the number of tyres we fit, which is 

better for the environment too.” 

Detailed reporting has shown that with Michelin tyres fitted, the company would need to purchase 

just 107 new steer tyres per year to keep its fleet on the road, versus 252 or 320 for the two 

competitor brands in the trial – an over payment of 44 per cent and 118 per cent respectively, based 

on tyre performance. On the drive axle, Bakers Dolphin would require just 51 new Michelin tyres per 

year for its fleet, versus 131 of the competitor’s tyres – an overpayment of 30 per cent annually.  

“Given the high-mileage nature of our work, tyres are a significant yearly expense. This trial has 

shown how we can potentially unlock huge savings, and we’ll be reconsidering our tyre policy 

moving forward.” 

The coach company has a mixed fleet of more than 70 vehicles, ranging from Volvo, Scania, and 

Mercedes-Benz units, operating every day of the year.   

Bakers Dolphin Coach Travel has been in operation since 1889 and specialises in coach services 

and premier Continental and UK holiday tour experiences. It won two awards at the British Coach 

Tourism Awards 2018 – Coach Driver of the Year and Coach Tour Operator of the Year for Large 

Fleets. 

For further information on the Michelin commercial vehicle tyre range visit 

http://trucks.michelin.co.uk/  
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Michelin, the leading tyre company, is dedicated to enhancing its clients’ mobility, 
sustainably; designing and distributing the most suitable tyres, services and solutions for 
its clients’ needs; providing digital services, maps and guides to help enrich trips and 

travels and make them unique experiences; and developing high-technology materials that 
serve the mobility industry. Headquartered in Clermont-Ferrand, France, Michelin is 

present in 170 countries, has 111,700 employees and operates 68 production facilities in 17 
countries which together produced 187 million tyres in 2016. (www.michelin.com) 

 
http://twitter.com/MichelinTruckUK  

 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/michelin-trucks-&-buses-tyres-europe  

 
https://www.youtube.com/user/Michelintrucktyres 

 

For further press information please contact: 

David Johnson, Michelin Press Office 

Tel: + 44 (0) 1782 402341 Email: d.johnson@michelin.com 

Ian Collier or Rebecca Gleave, Garnett Keeler PR, Inver House, 37-39 Pound Street,  

Carshalton, Surrey, SM5 3PG 

Tel: +44 (0)20 8647 4467   E-mail: ian.collier@garnettkeeler.com or rebecca.gleave@garnettkeeler.com  
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