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REDHEAD INTERNATIONAL SIGNS FIRST CONTRACT HIRE DEAL WITH 

FRAIKIN 

 

Fraikin has signed a new five-year, full-service contract hire deal with Redhead 

International for six new SDC trailers. The new assets join a 65-strong trailer fleet 

and mark the first time the Bradford-based company has moved away from outright 

purchase.  

 

Redhead International was introduced to Fraikin through parent company DB 

Schenker’s long-standing relationship with the Fraikin Group in mainland Europe – 

which has provided vehicles on contract to the logistics arm of German rail firm 

Deutsche Bahn AG for many years.  

 

Key to winning the new business in the UK was Fraikin’s ability to tailor a 

comprehensive and cost-effective package that also brought the customer’s 

preferred maintenance provider into its third-party network.  

 

David Shepherd, Fleet Manager at Redhead International, says: “Fraikin made the 

benefits of contract hire to our business really clear, and then pulled out all the stops 

to create the perfect deal for us.  

 

“Our trailers can be on the road for up to six weeks at a time before they return to 

home base, so working with a partner that will proactively schedule the maintenance 

and servicing around our operational timetable is vitally important. Knowing we’ll still 

be able to utilise our existing maintenance provider really sealed the deal.” 
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Four of the new trailers will be used for road freight and pallet network deliveries in 

the UK and Ireland, with the remaining two scheduled for European operations.  

 

As part of the new deal, Redhead International will enjoy the full benefits of contract 

hire with Fraikin, which includes all servicing, maintenance and repairs, tyre 

management and replacement, routine safety inspections and 24/7 breakdown 

cover. 

 

It also features Fraikin’s powerful web portal FraikinView, which allows Redhead 

International to optimise its fleet scheduling and management, while also storing 

important documentation to aid fleet compliance. In addition, the system provides up-

to-the-minute progress of breakdowns, reports defects online and lists all planned 

maintenance work.  

 

Shepherd adds: “We’ve never had a system like FraikinView before, so having a tool 

that will have such an impact on how we manage our fleet is a real plus for us. 

Fraikin has understood from the start what we’ve needed, nothing has been too 

much for them and we’re confident this is the beginning of a strong working 

relationship.” 

 

Founded in 1978, Redhead International is a logistics company that offers road 

freight and pallet network services to more than 40 countries in Europe and North 

Africa. It became part of the DB Schenker group in 2016 and handles more than 

50,000 consignments every month from 11 locations throughout the UK and Ireland. 
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Notes to editor:  
 
About Fraikin 
Fraikin Ltd is part of the Fraikin Group, the largest commercial vehicle fleet services 
company in Europe, providing expert fleet management, contract hire and rental solutions to 
both the private and public sector. The Fraikin Group, established in France in 1944 by 
Gérard Fraikin, has operations in 16 countries, with more than 2,800 employees, 7,000 
clients, 180 branches and a fleet of 60,000 vehicles. Its operations span Belgium, Czech 
Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Luxembourg, Morocco, Netherlands, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia, Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland, Poland and the UK. Since 2007 Fraikin has 
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been owned by CVC Capital Partners, one of the world’s leading private equity and 
investment advisory firms. 

 
For further press information please contact: 

Gary Baker at Garnett Keeler PR on 020 8647 4467 or by email to 
gary.baker@garnettkeeler.com  
 
To access Fraikin’s online newsroom please visit http://www.gk.news/fraikin  
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