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RECORD SQUAD OF BIBBY DISTRIBUTION DRIVERS NAMED AS FINALISTS 

FOR RESPECTED AWARDS 

Bibby Distribution has unprecedented representation on the shortlist for this year’s 

Microlise HGV Driver of The Year Awards, with four drivers singled out for 

excellence.  

Mark Field is one of three drivers highlighted in the ‘Short Distance’ category, Dale 

Coppin and Philip Starkie have both been selected for the ‘HGV Hero’ accolade, and 

John Males is in line for the Lifetime Achievement award.  

The Microlise awards programme has an eligible pool of more than 210,000 drivers 

and the shortlist was drawn up after weeks of data analysis, corroboration by 

employers and assessment by an independent judging panel who reviewed 

anonymous submissions. 

Bibby Distribution’s HR Director, Dave Haworth, said: “The Microlise awards are in 

their fifth year and are respected across the industry. To have four of our drivers 

shortlisted is an incredible achievement for them as individuals, and a huge honour 

for our business.  

“These four guys have earned this recognition, and it is very well deserved. We are 

very grateful for the service they provide to our customers, the standards they set for 

our business, and the model they set for our colleagues and for drivers across the 

UK. We just couldn’t be more proud!” 

The panel of award judges included Chief Executive of the Road Haulage 

Association, Richard Burnett; Editor of Motor Transport, Steve Hobson; the recently-

retired Traffic Commissioner for Scotland, Joan Aitken; Non-executive Director and 

Board Advisor London Ambulance Service and Transport Focus, Theo De Pencier; 

National Officer from Unite The Union, Matt Draper; and Executive Director of 

Microlise, Bob Harbey. 



Joan Aitken said: “The quality of the entries was outstanding and a true credit to all 

those nominated. It was a privilege to take part in recognising the best HGV drivers 

who consistently perform their role with a degree of skill and customer focus that is 

truly inspirational.” 

All shortlisted drivers – a total of 24 chosen across eight categories – will enjoy a 

Porsche track day courtesy of MAN Truck & Bus UK, and winners will be revealed at 

a black tie dinner at the Ricoh Arena in Coventry on Tuesday 14 May 2019.  
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Notes to editors: 
As one of the top ten logistics providers in the UK, Bibby Distribution exists to enable other companies 
to drive value from their supply chain activities. The company specialises in providing contract 
logistics, warehousing, distribution, systems integration and added value services to a wide range of 
customers. 
 
Bibby Distribution operates from 90 locations across the UK, employs 2,000 people and manages 
2million ft² of warehousing space. 
 
The majority of Bibby Distribution’s business is based on long-term partnerships. Its diverse capability 
also means it can share best practice across the various industry sectors it operates in, from 
Automotive to FMCG. 
 
Bibby Distribution is part of Bibby Line Group, a diverse and forward-looking family business 
delivering personal, responsive and flexible customer solutions for over 200 years.  
  
Bibby Line Group is a £1.4 billion business, operating in more than 20 countries, employing over 
4,500 people in industries including retail, offshore, financial services, distribution, shipping,  
marine-based businesses, plant hire and woodland burials.  
  
To find out more about Bibby Line Group, visit www.bibbylinegroup.co.uk. 
 
Bibby Distribution, Head Office, 105 Duke Street, Liverpool, L1 5JQ. 
 
www.bibbydist.co.uk 
 
Further press information: 
James Boley at Garnett Keeler PR on 020 8647 4467. 
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