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Asset Alliance Group helps Ratho Coaches lead the charge with new electric vehicle 

Ratho Coaches has become the first operator in the central belt of Scotland to put an electric coach 

into service, after taking delivery of a new Yutong TCe12 from Asset Alliance Group. 

The Edinburgh-based firm added the coach as part of its sustainability drive, and to ensure 

compliance with the existing Low Emission Zone (LEZ) in Glasgow city centre and ahead of the 

introduction of the LEZ in the Scottish capital on 1 June 2024. 

Charles McIntosh, Co-Owner and Director at Ratho Coaches, says: “We are delighted to be leading 

the way as an environmentally-friendly coach operator. It’s the first time we’ve used Asset Alliance 

Group and we’re extremely pleased with the exceptional service they have provided. 

“The Yutong TCe12 is a fantastic addition to our fleet and a key part of our mission to become a 

more sustainable business. It replaces a diesel coach previously used for city tours to places like 

Glasgow, Stirling and as far as St Andrews, helping the company to reduce its carbon footprint.” 

After being certified as an Ultra Low Emission Bus (ULEB) in August 2020, the Yutong TCe12 is 

the first fully electric zero-emission coach to be made available in the UK. It means that the 50-

seat, fully PSVAR-compliant vehicle is eligible to receive the 30p per kilometre Bus Service 

Operators Grant (BSOG) Low Emission Vehicle (LEV) incentive payment in Scotland for qualifying 

work. 

Using an identical electric driveline and control system to Yutong’s E10, E12 and airport buses, the 

vehicle’s 281 kWh battery offers Ratho Coaches a range in excess of 200 miles on a full charge.  

“The excellent battery range of the coach, combined with the flexible seating and luxury 

specifications – including fold down tables and footrests – offers a high level of comfort for 

passengers joining our city tours,” adds McIntosh. 

“We plan to add more electric coaches to our fleet in the coming years to take advantage of 

ongoing improvements in battery charging infrastructure for EVs, which will allow us to utilise them 

for UK-wide tours and further enhance our green transport credentials.” 

Ratho Coaches currently runs a fleet of 76 vehicles, ranging from people carriers and 16-seat 

Mercedes-Benz Sprinters to 57-seat Executive coaches and 70-seat capacity coaches. 

This year, the coach operator hopes to access the Scottish Government grant system designed to 

accelerate the bus and coach sector’s transition to net zero. The company has applied to the 

Scottish Zero Emission Bus Challenge Fund (ScotZEB) to help acquire additional EVs. 
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Note to editors: 
 
Asset Alliance Group has redefined the way companies acquire transport and logistics vehicles and occupies a unique 
position in the market, as it uses its own funds and significant buying power to supply bus and coach vehicles on any 
combination of operating lease, finance lease or hire purchase. This flexibility, combined with a transparent and 
consultative approach, helps customers drive maximum efficiency from their fleets. 
  
Asset Alliance Group also stands out for maintaining full control of residual risk through its retail arm, which protects 
customers from overly strict return conditions commonplace in the industry. 
  
The Group operates across five UK sites and is headquartered in Wolverhampton. 
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