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New book provides fresh insight into the use of enzymes in swine feed 
 

Feed additive enzymes are set to play a key role in shaping the future of 

pork production efficiency, according to the contributing authors of a 

newly published book. 

 

Members of the senior research team from animal nutrition technology 

company AB Vista were asked to contribute a chapter to volume 2 of 

Achieving Sustainable Production of Pig Meat, a reference book which 

aims to provide the latest insight for researchers and anyone involved in 

supporting the industry. 

 

“Our contribution is essentially an update on the use of three classes of 

enzymes - NSPases, phytases and proteases - in pig nutrition,” said Dr 

Mike Bedford, Research Director for AB Vista, who produced the chapter 

in conjunction with the company’s Senior Research Manager Dr Carrie 

Walk.  

 

“It brings together findings from the past five years, which explain how 

these enzymes work and how to get the most out of them.” 

 

One of the key messages is that there is more than one way to use 

phytases, he said. 

 

“In the past, phytases have simply been used to extract phosphorus out 

of the diet, but we think that people should also be looking at them as a 

way of maximising nutrient extraction from feed, which fits with the 

sustainability concept of the book itself.” 



 

 

 

The potential for reducing antibiotic use by adding NSPases to feed is 

also covered in the chapter by Dr Bedford. 

 

“Looking at improving the gut health of the animal by feeding NSPases 

for a long period of time fits well with the trends and changes in the 

animal nutrition field,” he said. 

 

“Anything that helps the health and welfare of the animal is going to be 

useful in the future.” 

 

As well as chapters on nutritional topics, such as the use of exogenous 

enzymes, growth promoters and probiotics, the book - published by 

Burleigh Dodds Science Publishing - covers pig breeding and the 

practical use of the pig genome mapping for molecular breeding 

techniques.  

 

A video of Dr Bedford discussing the book is available at 
https://youtu.be/5NDU1OGcDgw. 
 

For more information, contact AB Vista on +44(0)1672 517 650 or 

info@abvista.com. Follow AB Vista on Twitter: @ABVista. 
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Notes to editor: 

AB Vista is an animal nutrition technology company offering pioneering 

products and technical services to the global animal feed industry. Since 

its establishment in 2004, AB Vista has grown to be a top-three player in 

feed enzymes and is also one of the largest suppliers of natural betaine 

to the global animal nutrition industry. The company invests heavily in 

research and development and has a growing portfolio of products and 

services spanning the poultry, swine, ruminant and aquaculture sectors. 



 

 

AB Vista is headquartered in the UK, with regional offices located in the 

USA, Brazil, Singapore, Spain, India, China, Germany and Finland. 

 

AB Vista is part of AB Agri, the agricultural division of Associated British 

Foods, one of Europe’s largest food & retail companies with a market 

capitalisation of £22 billion. 

 
For further press information please contact Sonya Hayden or Mike 
Keeler on +44 (0)20 8647 4467. 

 
ABV/392/17 


